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One of the objectives of my doctoral research is studying the spatial organization of an economic 
relevant building in Roman towns, the macellum, to which fresh goods must have been transported 
on a regular basis and which was visited by the city’s inhabitants daily. Until now research on the 
macellum has mostly been focused on what happened inside the building, neglecting its ‘outside’ 
organization, namely how movement towards the building was actually organized. We can imagine 
that, to facilitate the delivery of goods and the access, not only of inhabitants but also of people 
visiting the city, the market building must have been located in a highly accessible spot. To test this 
hypothesis, two major angles were chosen. First of all, I have compiled all the town plans where the 
location of the macellum is known, after which I have analysed the embedment of the building into 
the street network and its relationship with other important town features, e.g. major streets, gates, 
harbours and public buildings. Second of all, and this will be the main topic of my talk, I have selected 
some of these town plans, the best preserved ones, to study more thoroughly with Space Syntax. 
Already in several other archaeological studies, Space Syntax has proven to be an excellent tool in 
revealing the streets that were chosen most as destination within the city and the streets that were 
chosen most to reach this particular destination. Thus, Space Syntax has the potential to detect the 
most used traffic axes. By using this technique, and more specifically segment analysis, I hope to gain 
more information on the accessibility of the macellum within several Roman towns. In this talk I will 
present the data I have processed so far and I would like to focus on several problems I have 
encountered while using this type of spatial analysis. 
